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NEW YORK ACADEMY OF MEDICINE. 

Section of Neurology. 

Stated Meeting , Oc'ober 8 th % 1886. 

The Chairman , L. Putzel, M.D., in the Chair, 

I)r. Julius Althaus, of London, a Corresponding Fellow of 
the Academy, read a paper on 

SOME POINTS IN THE PATHOLOGY AND TREATMENT OF PARA¬ 
PLEGIA DEPENDENT ON POTT’S DISEASE. 1 

I)r. V. P. Gibnf.y said that he had been much pleased with the 
clinical picture which the distinguished visitor had presented, and 
also with the admirable manner in which he had connected the 
various symptoms observed with the pathological conditions un¬ 
doubtedly present. The case detailed was one of great interest, 
and he thought that the point in regard to the service rendered 
by the actual cautery was well taken. This agency, however, is 
not the only means at our command for securing benefit to the 
patient. He had seen a large number of similar cases perfectly 
relieved within a week by the simple application of a jury-mast. 
Some time ago Dr. Charles J. Poore, of this city, read a paper in 
which he related a number of cases in which he was able to re¬ 
port very good results in the treatment of Pott’s disease by the 
actual cautery. Afterward, however, he was much disappointed 
in its use, as the results in other cases were entirely unsatisfactory. 

The author of the paper had cited but a single case, and though 
in this particular instance the method was eminently satisfactory, 
he did not think this was sufficient to prove its applicability in 
general. Personally he believed the actual cautery to be objec¬ 
tionable, and particularly in the case of children. Although it is 
the present custom to apply it very lightly, as compared with the 
former practice, it is impossible to persuade patients that it will 
not hurt, and both the mothers and the children object very 
strongly to its use. Of course, this objection applies principally 
to private practice. 

He thought, as Dr. Althaus had pointed out, that the case 
which improved belonged, not to the third stage, but to the neur¬ 
algic class of cases. He had a number of times applied the 
actual cautery in such instances, just as soon as any symptoms of 


1 See p. 13. 
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paralysis showed themselves, but without securing any relief. 
When, however, he had stopped its use, and had resorted to sus¬ 
pension, and the application of a jacket, the patients got well. 
In these cases he was strongly in favor of giving large doses of 
iodide of potassium—say sixty, seventy, or eighty grains three 
times a day to a child. The objections to the use of the iodide 
in adults did not hold good in regard to children, with whom it 
almost always seems to agree perfectly, and who often grow fat 
upon it. With the iodide, and a jacket to support the spine, he 
had obtained better results than in any other way. The theoreti¬ 
cal part of Dr. Althaus’ paper he thought admirable. 

Dr. Sachs said he agreed with the author of the paper that in¬ 
terference with motion is much more common than with sensi¬ 
bility. With regard to the treatment, he had no doubt that the 
actual cautery is efficient in certain cases ; and yet in the one re¬ 
lated by Dr. Althaus, he was inclined to doubt whether the credit 
for the cure should be given to this procedure entirely. Thus, in 
addition, the patient was given complete rest and treated with 
cod-liver oil and other tonics. He had seen cases cured by 
complete rest alone. The same was true of many cases of chronic 
myelitis, and he called to mind particularly one case of post- 
puerperal paraplegia. He did not wish to discredit the treatment 
by the actual cautery, but it seemed to him that the other mea¬ 
sures adopted were of considerable importance in bringing about 
the satisfactory result noted. 

Dr. L. Putzel said that he had had a few cases in which the 
results were similar to those obtained by Dr. Althaus in the case 
reported in the paper. In three instances the improvement was 
so rapid after the application of the actual cautery that no rea¬ 
sonable doubt could be entertained as to its efficient agency. In 
the larger number of cases, however, this procedure was entirely 
without beneficial results. As to large doses of iodide of potas¬ 
sium, as recommended by Dr. Gibney last year, he had found in 
his experience that these also were without effect. He agreed 
with the last speaker that, after all, time and rest are the most 
successful remedies. Good feeding, however, is a matter of great 
importance also. 

With regard to the absence of anaesthesia in these cases, it 
seemed to him that the explanation presented in the paper was a 
very plausible one. It certainly seemed to be a fact that there is 
some quality about sensory fibre which makes it resist pressure 
much more efficiently than motor fibre. 

Dr. Althaus, in closing the discussion said that, the good ef¬ 
fect produced by very large doses of iodide of potassium, as 
claimed by Dr. Gibney and others, was a very interesting matter, 
and that on his return to England it would give him great plea¬ 
sure to test practically the efficacy of the treatment. It had been 
assumed that the rest and other treatment, beside the application 
of the actual cautery, had had much to do with securing the good 
result noted in the case which he had narrated. But this he be- 
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lieved was not the fact. For four months in the provincial hospi¬ 
tal, and for three months after, when she came under his own care, 
the patient had been treated with complete rest in bed, and in 
addition she had been taking cod-liver oil and iodide of potassium, 
the latter in thirty-grain doses three times a day. And yet no 
effect whatever was produced—the patient remained in precisely 
the same condition, without the slightest improvement. As soon, 
however, as the first application of the actual cautery was made 
(within less than ten days) a marked improvement in the paralysis 
commenced; and this rapidly became more and more marked 
under the repeated use of the cautery. Before resorting to this 
measure he had wished to give the rest treatment a thorough test, 
and as it was attended with no improvement, while from the first 
the improvement was marked under the use of the cautery, he 
thought that he was fully justified in attributing the cure to this 
particular method of treatment. There were, no doubt, cases in 
which the cautery had failed; but it seemed to him that in these 
instances the disease was probably more advanced. He inquired 
whether there was not some loss of sensibility, as well as motion 
in such cases ? In conclusion, he said that his reason for bring¬ 
ing this subject before the Section was to induce surgeons to re¬ 
sort to the actual cautery at as early a period as possible. 

Dr. Graf.me M. Hammond read an elaborate paper on 

ATHETOSIS, WITH REMARKS ON ITS PATHOI.OOY . 1 

Dr. Birijsai.l said that in order to show that athetosis and allied 
clonic movements are dependent alone on lesions of the gray mat¬ 
ter of the brain, it is necessary to prove that the internal capsule 
is not at all affected in the autopsies referred to. Athetosis so 
frequently follows hemiplegia, and especially in children, that it 
seems reasonable to suppose that the motor fibres are affected in 
it. 

Dr. Putzel mentioned two autopsies which he had seen, which 
bore upon the subject, and which went to confirm the position 
taken by the author of the paper. One was in a very marked case 
of chorea, of twenty years’ standing, and the autopsy revealed pro- 
nounceda trophy of the central convolutions, with descending de¬ 
generation down the cord. The other was in a case of pre-hemi- 
plegic chorea. He was glad to find that the author of the paper 
had not treated athetosis as a distinct disease, but as an affection 
allied to chorea, hemi-chorea, etc. 

Dr. Hammond explained that the greater number of the autop¬ 
sies he had referred to were described with the greatest accuracy, 
many of them being accompanied with diagrams regresenting the 
seat of disease, and that in none of them were the motor fibres im¬ 
plicated in the slightest degree. 


See Vol. XIII. of this Journal, p. 730. 



